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Introduction

Welcome to our second newsletter, Summer 2018. 
Without doubt, the biggest news this quarter is that 
trees have started going into the ground. Our first 
community planting was a huge success. We had a 
great turnout, with twenty-five volunteers planting 
1048 trees in just ninety minutes on an old unused 
service road - effectively adding 1500 square metres 
to the Daintree National Park. What a great morning 
and great crew of people. You are all invited back.

In this issue, we also cover new pages added to our 
website, roadside mapping and permissions, 
upcoming planting news, baby bat season, how you 
can help with living gifts and recurring donations, & 
information about our next community planting day.

We hope you enjoy our summer edition newsletter, 
and look forward to your feedback.

Trees planted to date: 
1054

“Trees are poems that the earth writes upon the sky”

Kahlil Gibran

1 of 7

Our first community planting.

John planting an Australian Fan Palm .



Our first Community Planting
After much planning, permissions, liaising and 
sending out invitations, on Sun 18 November, 
it all came together beautifully with our first 
community planting on an old unused service 
road in Cow Bay. With the area adjoining 
existing National Park, it was a very pleasant 
and semi-shaded location. The land was 
prepared to eliminate weeds and then holes 
were augured over several days using a 
100mm auger on a petrol-driven post hole 
digger (affectionately called ‘Digby’).

Trees were delivered to site early morning, 
meaning all was ready in place for when the 
volunteers arrived. With community plantings, 
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there is always that trepidation … will people actually turn 
up? However, as the first cars started pulling in, amidst 
smiles and laughter, familiar and new faces - let the tree-
planting begin. After a brief registration and induction, and 
a tree-planting demonstration for people that had not 
planted trees before, volunteers grabbed their trowels and 
starting at one end, a wave of planting began. Just ninety 
minutes later it was all finished.

We had a truly great planting crew: Mayor Julia Leu and 
Councillor Carey from Douglas Shire Council, Gaylene 
and Sue from DSC nursery. Kuku Yalanji elders from the 
Walker family, Kelvin Davies from Rainforest 4, Laurene, 
Didge and Mike from DSSG, experienced volunteers with 
much planting experience, people who had never planted 
before and others that just found the event on Facebook. 
It was so great to see young kids planting too.

A huge thank you to Douglas Shire Council for being so 
good to work with regarding permissions and for providing 
1000 great quality trees to kick the project off. Another 
huge thank you goes to our local Cow Bay Hotel, who 

generously provided the venue and a free 
sausage sizzle. It was greatly appreciated, 
and made for such a nice way to end the 
morning - socialising with a really great bunch 
of people. Thanks guys. 

We also did a time-lapse video on the day. 
With a photo taken every 8 seconds, 90 
minutes of planting is condensed into just 38 
seconds. Link below:

https://www.dropbox.com/s/0ekgdweiyso3zj1/
DLCP2018-15Hi-Final.mp4?dl=0 

Lastly, thanks to local Allan for helping us 
water in the trees for many days until the rains 
arrived.

Holes dug and ready to go.

Trays of trees in place.

Jess planting one of many trees.

https://www.dropbox.com/s/0ekgdweiyso3zj1/DLCP2018-15Hi-Final.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0ekgdweiyso3zj1/DLCP2018-15Hi-Final.mp4?dl=0
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Our first Community Planting - a selection of photos

Thank you everyone.
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Website Additions
Since our last newsletter we have added several 
new pages to our Daintree Life website, 
www.daintreelife.com.au these include:

Planting Progress: a page to showcase our 
planting process and progress, which involves 
site selection right through to young tree 
aftercare, and will regularly update this page as 
new planting progresses.

Special Occasions: Having trees planted for 
special occasions is a great way to give a gift 
which lasts a lifetime, with several options, 
including living birthday gifts, living wedding gifts, 
trees planted in memoriam of loved ones, or any 
other occasion you can think of.

Private Landholders: Do you have land in the 
Daintree area and have always wanted to plant 
back to rainforest, but don't have the money or 
means to achieve it? We can help to plant trees 
in the area by raising funds to achieve the goal.

Roadside Mapping

A large part of our process is identifying and mapping areas to be planted. This includes old unused service 
roads, key areas of roadside reserve (currently areas of unsightly weeds) and private landholdings. Once 
mapped, our GIS portal allows us to map them as shape files, which automatically generates areas in square 
metres. That makes for an easy calculation of trees needed, and we then work with Douglas Shire Council 
infrastructure and road managers on the ground for permissions and guidelines, as we need to avoid ditches, 
leave roadsigns clearly visible, and allow for line-of-sight at intersections.

Our last stage in the process involves talking to each adjoining landholder for their consent to plant each area, 
and lastly to fundraising and ordering trees - and then of course, planting them.

Example of a new page - Planting Progress.

Road Reserve mapping. These approved pink shape file areas will be planted with around 10,000 trees.

http://www.daintreelife.com.au


Upcoming Planting
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In conjunction with northern NSW based ReForest Now - who successfully applied for grant funding from 
F.A.M.E (Foundation for Australia’s Most Endangered) - we will be planting 5000 trees on old unused service 
roads in Cow Bay. Council permissions are in and work is well underway preparing the blocks, as shown in the 
photo above, which is ready to plant with approx. 760 trees. 2,500 trees will be planted in January, and 2,500 
in April. The old roads are bounded by National Park and are regularly used by Cassowaries, so 5,000 trees 
will greatly increase food resource for these iconic endangered animals, and provide food and habitat for a 
whole host of other wildlife.

Mapping and council permissions are also now complete on 31 sections of nearby Buchanan Creek Road, 
which will see a further 5,000 trees go into the ground to replace weeds and create better corridors on 
roadside reserve as funding becomes available. The first section of 500 trees will be prepared, with planting 
starting in the new year.

One of the areas to be planted next - prepared and ready to plant.

Two Cassowaries on one of the planting areas. Cassowary poo - full of Black Palm & Red Silkwood seeds.



Baby Bat Season
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Apart from rainforest revegetation, we are also 
wildlife carers - specialising in bats. With a small 
group of dedicated people, we rescue and 
rehabilitate adult Flying-foxes and each year also 
raise orphan pups, which get soft released through 
our good friends at Tolga Bat Hospital.

However, this year, an unprecedented record-
breaking heatwave in far north Queensland saw a 
mass heat-related die off of around 25,000 
vulnerably listed Spectacled Flying-foxes across 
multiple camps. In effect, one third of the entire 
species died in a single afternoon. This left 

hundreds of orphans which were rescued and 
brought into care. Amongst our small band of 
carers, we took in orphans from the Cairns area, 
swelling our total from around ten, up to around 80 
pups in care at present. Apart from physical hours, 
this puts a huge financial burden on volunteer 
carers, with the cost of milk replacers, fruit, 
supplements, and all the extra food bowls and 
dripper bottles to purchase. 

In reality, each orphan costs around $100 to raise 

and then put through the supported soft-release 
program, so we swung into fundraising activities on 
social media. Due to the amazing generosity of 
strangers from around the world, we raised over 
$6,000 to offset the cost and reduce the burden on 
carers. Very heart-warming and we thank you all. 
You have made such a difference.

With this many orphans they are trained to drink 
milk from dripper bottles, and at this age are all now 
transitioning to fruit with added high protein 
supplement. When first rescued, the pups are in a 
sad and sorry state: severely dehydrated, 
malnourished, complications from heat stress, and 

‘Cassie’ an orphaned Spectacled Flying-fox pup in care.

all emotionally damaged. The good news however, 
is that in the right hands, with reassurance, TLC and 
good diet, they bounce back to health quite quickly.

For these 80 orphans, and all the others in care in 
north Queensland, they now have a second chance 
at life. For now, they are all in good hands, are 
becoming strong and confident, and will remain in 
care with us until March. After that, they will all be 
transported up to Tolga Bat Hospital for release, and 
once free, can do what they were born to do - feel 
the wind in their wings at night, and grow more 
rainforest trees via pollination and seed dispersal. 
Nature’s rainforest gardeners.

Josey from IFAW at Tolga Bat Hospital.

Thriving rescued pups in care with Jess.

IFAW generously helped 
out north Qld carers. 
More in the next issue.



Living Gifts
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Having trees planted for special occasions is a great way to send a 
gift which lasts a lifetime. There are several options, including 
living birthday gifts, living wedding gifts, trees planted in memoriam 
of loved ones, and living gifts for any occasion you can think of. All 
living gifts will receive personalised certificates - customised to suit 
the occasion.

Trees are a great way to honour and remember loved ones who 
have passed. When trees are planted in memoriam, you will 
receive a personalised certificate. For memorial plantings of 25 
trees and over, you will also receive GPS coordinates, a photo of 
your trees once in the ground, and if visiting the Daintree region 
we can take you to see your trees by appointment at any time in 
the future.

To find out more about Daintree Life living gifts, either visit online 
at: https://www.daintreelife.com.au/special-occasions

Or email us at: daintreelife@gmail.com

Recurring Donations
Like what we are doing and want to support us? Donations are the 
lifeblood of rainforest revegetation, and a monthly recurring 
donation means trees are being planted on your behalf - and 
because of your generosity - every month. Just take these details 
to your bank, and they can set it up for you. 

Bank: Commonwealth Bank
Name: Daintree Life
BSB: 064 835
Account: 1020 1397

Next Community Planting Day

© 2018 Daintree Life. Australia.     ABN 78 971 564 919.     daintreelife@gmail.com
73 Cedar Road. Cow Bay. QLD 4873 Australia.

www.daintreelife.com.au

Our next community planting day is 
on Sunday 13 January - jointly hosted 
by Daintree Life & ReForest Now, 
with the aim of planting 1500 trees on 
an old unused service road in Cow 
Bay. If you are in the area, come 
along for the morning and plant some 
trees. These events are fun and a 
positive way to make a difference. 
Our local Cow Bay Hotel is providing 
a complimentary sausage sizzle at 
lunchtime. Details are online here:

https://www.daintreelife.com.au/
community-planting

A Living Gift can last a lifetime.
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