
Issue 1

DAINTREE LIFE 
Spring Newsletter 2018 

Introduction 
Welcome to our first newsletter. The Daintree 
Rainforest is the oldest rainforest on earth, and 
together within the containing wet tropics region 
represents Australia’s most diverse set of 
ecosystems; home to nearly 3000 species of 
vascular plant, 16 of the original 28 flowering plant 
lineages on the planet, and a vast array of wildlife, of 
which many species are endemic and unique - 
meaning they occur nowhere else on earth. Animals 
such as the iconic Southern Cassowary and Tree 
Kangaroos are well known, but the region is also 
home to lesser-known characters such as the 
primitive Musky rat-kangaroo, Boyd’s Forest Dragon 
(pictured here) and the 500 million-year-old living 
fossil, Peripatus (the Velvet Worm). The Daintree has 
been likened to a ‘living ark’: home and refuge to the 
history of animal and plant evolution on earth. The 
area is unique and irreplaceable. Protection is vital, 
but there are areas where it can also be expanded.
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Located in the heart of Australia’s Daintree Rainforest, for over a year now we have been promoting the 
Daintree region via photos and information of the area’s amazing and diverse flora and fauna via social 
media. After much thought and consultation, we are now taking the project to a whole new level - not just 
photographing trees, but planting trees - on a significant scale.


Our Aims 

Working in conjunction with Douglas Shire Council 
(DSC), we are currently in the process of mapping, and 
have already identified multiple areas such as unused 
service roads and key areas of roadside reserve which 
are currently blanketed in exotic weeds. We will also be 
seeking working partnerships with private landholders 
in the area wishing to expand rainforest areas on their 
properties. DSC is in the process of identifying key 
revegetation areas south of the river (within the wet 
tropics bioregion) which will significantly benefit from 
planting. All such areas can be reforested with suitable 
rainforest species, with a projected minimum planting 
of 500,000 trees by 2030, with the following aims:


• Expansion of the Daintree National Park footprint by approx. 60 hectares (148 acres).  

• Increased habitat for wildlife. 

• Enhanced visitor experience via ‘beautification’ of unsightly non-native weedy areas. 

• Reduced maintenance costs to DSC. 

• Improved environmental outcomes via reduction of fuel and herbicide currently being used. 

• Community involvement and pride via community and school plantings. 

• Traditional owner involvement and outcomes. 

• Local employment.

 
Working in partnership with key stakeholders such as DSC, the local Kuku Yalanji traditional owners and 
elders, Jabalbina Aboriginal Corporation, Wet Tropics Management Authority, and many others, we aim 
towards maximum community involvement via mutually positive outcomes and regular community tree 
planting days for the local population and schools in the area. 

Spring 2018 �2

500,000 trees by 2030
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GOOD OUTCOMES 

The following is a typical example of an identified planting area. It is a small part of a T-shaped unused 
service road off Cape Tribulation Road, bounded on two sides by the Daintree National Park. Council staff 
regularly maintain this area via mowing, which is a waste of local resource. Initial surveying reveals that 
revegetation of this service road will add 2725m2 to the National Park, providing a valuable expanded 
resource to the local wildlife.


The example below is also an unused old service road off Cape Tribulation Road. DSC closed this road 
and planted it just 4-5 years ago.


The tropical climate is highly conducive to fast growth, early canopy formation and highly visible results. 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This unused old 
service road 
requires 2270 

trees to be 
planted.

This unused old 
service road was 
planted just 4-5 

years ago.
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Our logo 
When designing our logo, we wanted it to 
be eye-catching, and yet, simple and 
symbolic. The butterfly is a symbol of 
transformation and life, and the wings 
(which are leaves) are made up of colours 
which show the progression of many 
rainforest species: starting out as young 
copper-coloured leaves, which then turn 
light green, before assuming their final 
dark green form. Together, the butterfly 
and leaves represent the indivisible 
symbiosis whereby animals need trees, 
and trees need animals.


Planning & mapping 

A large part of the planning process is to 
carry out extensive mapping in the 
region. This involves three stages: 
Physical mapping on the ground of 
approx. 180km of roadside reserve - 
breaking it up into manageable sections. 
The second stage is desktop mapping 
using government Arc GIS vegetation software to identify various regional ecosystems and dominant 
vegetation in each area. This helps to ensure the all-important authentic species mix is right for 
revegetation purposes in each section. In the example above (centred on Cow Bay) the map shows 
remnant vegetation, high-value regrowth, and reef regrowth watercourses. The third stage involves 
bringing in relevant experts to identify key species and advise on site-specific concerns before signing off 
with DSC infrastructure managers prior to planting.


We would like to take the opportunity to thank the following people for support and encouragement: 
councillors and staff at Douglas Shire Council, Kelvin Davies, Wet Tropics Management Authority, 
Terrain NRM and the support of so many of our friends and family.
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Mapping is 
essential to 

identify planting 
areas and key 
revegetation 

species
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Website launch 
We are excited to announce that on 8 August we launched our website at https://www.daintreelife.com.au


A screenshot of part of our front page


Our website is designed to explain the background, scope and promote the aims of the project, educate, 
and generate funds. We have launched with the following pages:


• homepage


• our aims


• get involved


• news blog


• newsletter download page


• photo gallery


• about us, and


• contact pages.


Future pages will be coming soon, covering subjects like  
our wildlife care and specific projects and milestones as 
they progress. We hope you like it. 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https://www.daintreelife.com.au
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Fundraising for trees 
Planting half a million trees in the Daintree region will 
require significant funding to collect seed, grow trees, 
prepare the ground, and of course, plant and 
maintain the trees until well established. Long-term, 
we will be fundraising at $10 per tree, which factors 
in all growing, planting and associated costs, with 
each tree planted adding 1.2m2 of valuable habitat. 
We aim to fully fund the whole project via a variety of 
means, including crowd-funding, grants, and 
corporate sponsorship. We have also designed the 
project to be endlessly scaleable, meaning that as 
funds dictate, we can have two, three, or more teams 
working concurrently in different areas. The project 
will boost and expand local nursery production and 
will create both voluntary and paid employment 
positions in the local area, promoting a win-win 
situation for the local economy as well as the obvious 
positive environmental outcomes.


How you can help us to start 
To get this project off the ground, we need your 
help. Although this is a significant long-term 
project, it requires a startup of just $10,000 to take 
it from a plan on paper to reality. That figure is 
made up of everything we need to start: a reliable 
work vehicle, power and hand tools (post hole 
digger, brush cutter, trowels, etc.), public liability 

insurance, safety equipment, software, website and 
promotional material to raise funds for ongoing tree planting. As soon as we have achieved this target, we 
can start planting trees with a lead time of around 90 days. Donate via GoFundMe below.


Donations can be made via GoFundMe or direct via PayPal at the links below. We thank you in advance.  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You can help. We need to 
raise just $10,000 to get this 

project started.

Donate for Trees


https://www.paypal.me/
DaintreeLife/ 


Note: just type in the figure you 
would like to donate.

Donate for Start-up


GoFundMe gf.me/u/kg3uzq


This is our initial start-up fund to 
move from concept to the reality of 
trees in the ground.

http://gf.me/u/kg3uzq
https://www.paypal.me/DaintreeLife/
https://www.paypal.me/DaintreeLife/
http://gf.me/u/kg3uzq
https://www.paypal.me/DaintreeLife/
https://www.paypal.me/DaintreeLife/
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Who are we 

Daintree Life would like to acknowledge the Eastern Kuku Yalanji people who are the Traditional Custodians of this 
land. We would also like to pay respect to the Elders both past and present, and extend that respect to other 

Aboriginal people present.
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Dave Pinson - Owner, Daintree Life. 
Daintree resident, conservationist, wildlife carer.


Dave was born in the UK where he developed an 
early life long fascination with the natural world, 
before moving to Australia and furthering a deep 
interest in conservation. Dave’s background and 
skills include surveying, mapping, environmental 
compliance, liaising and planning, website 
design, and rainforest revegetation. Dave is a 
wildlife carer specialising in bats and is author of 
The Flying-fox Manual (a handbook for carers).


Dave is a keen photographer, revegetation 
volunteer, and promotes the unique Daintree 
area via social media.

Connie Kerr - Owner, Daintree Life. 
Daintree resident, conservationist, wildlife carer.


Connie was born and bred in rural NSW, where 
in adult life she rapidly developed a love of 
wildlife and a solid appreciation of conservation 
values. Connie’s background and skills include 
office administration, fundraising, successful 
grant application writing, wildlife rehabilitation, 
and several times a year is invited to present 
flying-fox wildlife rehabilitation courses and 
workshops in multiple states.


Connie is a keen photographer, promotes the 
area via social media, and regularly volunteers in 
forest revegetation projects.


